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A GRASSROOTS PROPOSAL

The upcoming elect ion in November has r ightful ly
encouraged enormous discussion among Most of this
dialogue however,  has centered on the candidates from
president to county Lingering in this elect ion maze is a very
important bal lot  issue to be decided by the voter.

In  an  e f fo r t  to  he lp  you make an  in fo rmed dec is ion ,  l thought
the  fo l low ing  background wou ld  p rove he lp fu l
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  # 3  w i L l  b e  o n  t h e  N o v e m b e r  2 n d
T l is  p roposa l  was  p laced thcre  by  the  in i t ia t tve  pe t i t ion
process .  The proposed anrendnten t ,  i f  approved,  wou ld  phase
, r  cver  four  years  an  end to  the  cegas  tax  .  and wou ld  p ropose
no new tax. After successful  passage of the 2 cent,  2 cent,
and 2  gas  tax  in  1992,  most  Missour ians  were  led  to  be l ieve
that al l  of  this new revenue would be for road construct ion
and repa i rs .  In  t ru th ,  most  o f  i twas ,  bu t  a  por t ion  o f  the
p 'oceeds d iver ted  to  severa l  s ta te  agenc ies  to  he lp  fund the i r
depar tments .  These inc lude the  s ta te  ,  the  Depar tment  o f
Revenue,  and the  Missour i  H ighway Pat ro l ,  among o thers .
Success fu l  o f  th is  amendment  wou ld  s imp ly  s ta te  tha t  ex is t ing
gas tax and vehicle revenues would used exclusively for
payment of road maintenance, repairs,  and construct ion with
the of cont inued funding for the Highway Patrol .

The effort  to end the diversion is a worthy one and would help
clar i fy which departments in should receive the exist ing tax
revenues. However,  we in rural  areas need to that increasing
broad fund ing  o f  MoDOT does no t  necessar i l y  t rans la te  to
more  fo r  ru ra l  t ranspor ta t ion  needs Success fu l  passage o f
cons t i tu t iona l  amendment  #3  be  a  good f i rs t  s tep  in  cor rec t ing
the  gas  tax  d rvers ion  Ho ld ing  MoDOTru 's  fee t  to  the  f i re  be
t n e  n e x t  c n a l l e n g e  t o  h e l p  e n s u r e  a n  e q u ' t a o r e  c i s p e r s e n ' e n t  o f
funds  fo r  ru ra l  and t ranspor ta t ion  needs.

In  add i t ion ,  we need to  unders tand tha t  revenue rep lacement
by affected state agencies would be new toptc for the next
budget  season.  l t rMs a l l  par t  o f  the  job  o f  mak ing  in fo rmed
dec is ions  I  t rus t  tha t  th is  in fo rmat ion  w i l l  he lp  vou on
November  2nd.

l f  you  have any  ques t ions  about  lh ts  o r  any  o ther  i ssue,  fee l
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